Rome 

DECLASS I F I E D AND RELEASED BY 
CENTRAL INTELL IGENCE AGENCY 
SOUftCESMETHQDSEXEMPTION 3820 
Ml I WAR CR IMES 01 SCLOSURE ACT 
DATE 2007 

Prof. Yevsey Liberman of *H»arkiv University cane to Rome 
Dec. 6, 1966 as part of his tour of Spain and Italy, where he 
held a number of conferences. In Torino he visited the 
Fiat plant. 

Rome conference 

The conference was sponsored by the Martedi letterari 
(Literary Tuesdays) club - the same group that held an 
evening for Yevtushenko. The Lliseo theatre, where it took 
place, was almost full. Liberman’s topic was fiLconomic 
Reforms in the USSR", 

At the outset, Liberman stated that there is no truth 
to Western reports about Soviet economy) swing towards 
capitalism. He defended the ’’old methods” by saying that they 
were required by the times. After the Second World War, 
he said, centralization was necessary in order to rebuild 
the country damaged by the war. Today — more freedom in 
planning is required, with a view to profits and the demands 
of the market. 

The idea of the "market", he said, is not s -mething 
borrowed from capitalism, because it lies at the heart of 
the Socialist system. Therefore — Soviet economy is developing 
along the lines of its laws, and leads to Communism. 









Subject | Speech by Yevsey Liberman in 
Source t ». 

Date: Dec. 21, 1966 



'///- J3H- * VS 



/ err- 1 



Liberman 2222 



But the US.SU wants to co-operate with the capitalist 
coutries now, among them with Italy, which may be proud of such 
first class enterprise as the Fiat works. 

He ended with a Latin proverb, asking his listeners not 
to be insulted by its "Caeterum censeo Carthaginem delendam esse*' 
Cathage in this case means the capitalist system. 

In his talk Liberman frequently quoted latest Soviet 
production statistics and made comparisons with the Western 
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countries, particularly the . In the last IS years, 

he said, 'J!k>L has boon producing steel at t;. r ice the rate of the Uo.- 

"and it is not I who says so, but an American businessman, who 
has visited the Soviet Union.” 



Heaction to the speech 

Those who heard Liberman were somewhat disappointed 
with his talk. They expected something a bit more spectacular. 

No one took any part in the discussion, with the exception o£ 
an official of the Italian K epublican Uarty named La Malfa.(?) 

He said he would not ask any question only comment 

on the convergence of the two systems: capitalist and communist. 
Said La ^alfa, today the communist system, which until now 
centralized all control at the state level finds it 

necessary to hand over part of the economy to private initiative, 
while the capitalist system finds that more government control 
is advantageous. "What s important Airboth systems now is what 
iJ rof. Liberman called the ’optimal point' — the right proportion 
between the public and the private elements in economy. ” 

Liberman did not seem to like this statement and kept 
insisting that the socialist system is superior. 
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Personal Contact 

Aft or the speech Source went to the stage to meet 
Liberman, who was in company of the Soviet Embassy officials and 
local communists. Source spoke Ukrainian, and Liberman said 
he was very pleased to meet a Ukrainian in Italy. H© said that 
he too speaks Ukrainian (although at the beginning of his speech 
Liberman said his "native tongue is Russian"), and demonstnated 
that he really does speak Ukrainian well. 

Source suggested a private meeting at a later date, 
but Liberman said his schedule is very tight, and he does not 
yet know where he will stay on his return trip to Rome. 

He was to have left for Bari early the next morning. Source said 
he would call the Soviet Embassy to find out when aoobcxx 
Liberman would return to Rome and where he would stay. 

Source called the Italy-USSR friendship Society and 
learned that Liberman planned to have another "secret meeting" 
with the Lome Communists, but Source was unable to attend it 
due to ill health. 
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Subject ; D & p , an ini'ormal gathering with Ukr. students oa/3> I>ee iy6G 
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> her in, v;ita - - u visiting Ukrainian , 

Bmyiro r&\iL*C.Hjj was add at t.ie house of ,jt* & hr~>* llalancuuki Present at 
tie gathering were Ukr* st .denis from t~e local college a# i4o^t o~ the dis- 
cussiou ai she centered aio .ad tue culture of to t’lrdao a .d that of 

tue united otatos# jPulloxlnp aee same of die points made b j either ox trie two 
p o e i s * 
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uiu’ui. e xre i:i a very c^.d 



state* .his mainly due to t.*. fadt t;;at tae direc— 



tors ore of a very po^r calih? 



ac not attract any individuals of value 



to \n.eur s oi 



.. .ationed t at t^e b.5. theatre and cinema i. 



nothing to bray about® On t e ot.,*er hand, he praised t..e Japanese cinema as 
the finest i.i u..e world* rhe poet also commented that it is a sorry fact that 
a city tae sise of >,e v fork can only boast of only o:.e Opera* 

3) vt^u a^uod to comment o; t..e difference bc^we.n has older literary 
cello, yues and tue no;, generation DAACII simply explained tuat conditions for 
vurt hag fox* ... s ..-.dor colic ues were not as favorable a i-j t o his generation* 
he staged tuat his generation of writers is uoin /: everytainp* in its power 
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j>) Answering a question regarding existentialism DKACi£ addMted to being 



familiar with the p .ibesoghy o~ S^tre and riis works* He also stated that he 
wasaacMiaiiited with tue thou iius : (Janus and was much attracted to tills man 

i f 

although ho was not a... 1c to read the wor^c of to is writer* He also disclosed 
tuat fraud is n^t studied in tue Ukraine but u.*vt;rie interested in the ideas 



ox this man CcUi ao research on 



own for his wurlcs can be found in any lib- 



^ ) SJ ,e poo t xti.va.vdHkO expressed a g re&t interest in tue liter* youth of 
Amerxc.. especial y with regard, to tnem preserving their identity# 
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At tliio point the genera?, discussion split into two (-roupo# the majo- 
rity c*. s : .ui tiiered arou d ihAthi© here- the conversation centered 

mainly on •: . ell,. z c rory ant p:.il. • op .j.cal level# 

.he oruroo remained with PAVLYCHKG and conducted a very varied conver- 
sation with hi^ # i’he following are some pointsmeutioned by t*.e poet* 

1) PAVjjidiiKw admitted that conditions of ti:e Ukr© countryfolk is mush 
VvOj/SG t..ic that oi his c-un.erparts is countries such as Poland, Yugoslavia* 
a u sat caos .vovai-m# sacs o. u-.is is dr ‘ to the aaAem o:* collect ivisatioa# 

It is hi- opinion that collectivisation will be done away v.dth or atleast 
lib- a-iLl-h C i. t .:c i stare© she state Wj.il iiaVo to realise need fur pri- 

vate enterprise since it is becord ur evident teat there are tuing- which it 
can not #r j £±+ : r h -h^ whole system oi collectivization has a very 

bad effect o.i • ,o individuals working in it -..s it produces in them a feeling 
t.,nt taey are producing go jus no i for themselves but for other Republics 
sad sotelli ues« 

2) ans .eying, a question regarding t._e possibility of embassies of the 

UkoSh f PAVLYCilivO admitted that there has been much talk o£fcid&&s uuon§ govern- 
ment officials at home and that there is a strong possibility that a consu- 
late oi the Uk£sx*: , v be opened very soon in Canada - *iost probably 

in foronto# ihcdu^ject pointed out tn-t this vnu3/ a-iy important step 

for Ukraine and everything should be done to accomplish this* However, he 
mentioned that future steps in tais direction have to be taken with great care 
so a- uo$r to loose that which h..,s already been done© 

y) when a-kod asoufc ti.e existence oi a Ukr© clique in tue Kremlin the 
Subject admitted t^at he has heard of such a y.ot’n but was unable to provide 
Specific names© Commenting on PGDGCAhYY theSuo ject had much praise© According 
to him it was ruLG O.u^fY t-a brougth ubo^fc the celebration i . Hue Ukraine 
in honor of ocueveheako some years a. ,o© PODOUrhiY* lu the o le responsible 
for tue fact that much surplus funds flow i.-to the Ukraine* ’those are used 
to repave roads, build new schools or libraeifc©^ preserve cuurckes by turning 
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he h: o coon ...A/:, a .. live. land v.lei d . aliag in the Ukraine, host oi hrs under - 
t ; Ivins receive orezhnev's ruo er stamp no questions asked. In answering 
a question regard! ... centralised budgeting tie subject stated that at present 
tnis ss..teiais probably better ior tue Ukraine. At times it permits tie Republic 
to have to its disposition more funds tnen it normally woula nave* the sub* 
w.vh ;*•. a. :r’ ■. . ..at unis is ! • a way v..t h.xrng ti-ceiSdnr brother 11 . 

at a pc ll:.vO -.he gut,..ering broke up. Before tuankj.n 0 the hosts for the 
ovsiiSug SitiiSiA x ecrteu u..o pom^s uUu rit*.ujLC*Zio was heard lo say we^H meet 
a_.ria ir. the Uk*-Jtue H # After onp . -t\ tg f om the house the two Subjects split 
up: ihvAGu g-J.ii , ... grrl* and liAVLYCiiKO cosi -g downtown wi t h the 

source upon Lori i g oi a restaurant serving Lax . food* Alon ( ., the vjay and at 
a.ie restaurant t..e ouoject kept inquiring about the Ukr. youth, especially 
'with regards to its studies. He expreesed t;.e great need for the Ukr* youth 
to attain hi : .h positions riot only in government but also industry and in that 
way attain something for tue Ukr.. cause. In niu opinion tue rift in the Ukry 
Oi-igi-e group is senseless since it does nothing to attain our common goal 
which is free Uhr.~j.ne. He expressed great displeasure that t...s ukr. Church 
...icr-archy i.> t.-Jisur : sides in thus rift and state, awl buo true authority in 
tne Cnui’cu today is Cardinal SLlP$<3 • 

At about 2:00 A.M. the source walked the Subject to the As tor FI. IHT 
cub way station. Upon parting the Suojoct e. .pressed the desire to sec the source 
again* fixe subject mentioned that he would be present at a Ukx*. presentation 



in who I’.I.'f. auditorium on sat. iec. 1/. 
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